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tee had a reasonable basis to believe existed were requested. The 
most important were the KGB surveillance files on Oswald. It was 
hoped that these files particularly might have been a^istance to 
the committee in the crucial area of trying to ascertain Oswald a 
motive in the assassination. Ironically the KGB may well have the 
most complete file in the world on this crucial aspect of Oswald s 
personality. 

In addition, a request was made to interview officials and Soviet 
citizens who had contact with Oswald. The Soviet Government 
denied any relationship with Oswald or complicity in President 
Kennedy's death but declined to be of assistance, saying that it 
would be inappropriate for a great power to put itself in the 
position of having to defend itself against possible suspicion of 
complicity in the death of the leader of another country. 

The committee posed to itself in its investigation in this area, 
that is, Oswald's trip to Mexico, as the following: 

Was the man who visited the Cuban consulate in fact the man 
later accused of assassinating President Kennedy? 

When did the man alleged to be Oswald visit the Cuban consul- 
ate? 

What transpired at each visit? 

Who were the Cuban officials who dealt v^ith him? 

Did he in fact express an intent to assassinate the President? 

Did the man alleged to be Oswald have any companions in 

Mexico City? , , . 

The first witness who had been scheduled to be heard on O^ 
wald's alleged trip to Mexico City was Sylvia Tirado Bazan, previ- 
ously Sylvia Tirado Duran. 

Ms. Tirado was employed in September 1963 as secretary to the 
Cuban consul in Mexico City. _ . ot • 

Ms. Tirado was born November 22, 1937, in Mexico City. She is 
presently employed by the Mexican Social purity Office. 

Mr. Chairman, I understand that it has not been possible to 
secure the appearance of Senora Tirado. I understand, however, 
with your permission. Mr. Cornwell has a short presentation on 
her testimony. 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair will recognize Counsel Gary Com- 
well. 

Mr. Cornwell. I might state, Mr. Chairman, that through the 
assistance of the Mexican Government, three mem^rs of the staff 
did interview Sylvia Tirado, whose present name is Sylvia Tirado 
. Bazan, on June 6, 197S. 

The Mexican Government thereafter agreed that she could come 
to the United States and testify at these hearings today. Mrs. 
Tirado Bazan also agreed to come. However, an unexpect^ busi- 
ness engagement of hers prevented her appearance here today. 

There is a photo which was made of her at the time of the 
interview, which is being displayed on the easel and marked JFK 
exhibit F-433, and we also have a transcript of the interview 
marked for identification as JFK exhibit F-440A, and a tape re- 
cording of excerpted portions of that interview which we have 
marked for identification as JFK exhibit F-439. 

Although the tape recording was not made for the purpose of 
playing it at these hearings — it was simply at the time intended as 
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a record of her statements — the staff has learned over the course of 
the investigation that it is often possible to gain a better under- 
standing of a witness' testimony if you can hear or speak to the 
witness. Thus, with your permission, Mr. Chainnan, I would ask 
that at this time each of those exhibits be admitt^ into evidence, 
and that we play for the committee selected portions of her state- 



ment. 



Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into 
the record at this point, and you may proceed to play the record- 

tape recording mentioned above, JFK exhibit F-439, is 
being retained in committee files.] 

[The information follows:] 




JFK Exhibit F-433 
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Silvia I 
Pace 52. 


'Irido In^erviaw 


H ardway : 


^ -4 

very, very yiad, Thi.ngs like that, no? 

But almost, it was what I said. But they didn'twantl 
to change anything. -j 

Okay. Did you ever diac-sas the allegation t.hat ^ 

t.hey made that you had been lee Harvey Oswald's lover 
with your husband? 


Tirado: 


'.^eil, r told him almost ail what happened. He told 
me what they did to him and I told him what t.hey did 
to .me. 


Herdway: 


Oo you remember specifically talking about that spe- 
cific allegation with your husband? 


Tirado: 


-- was .net important. 


H ardway : 


-•cing back to when you recogntred Oswald ” the 
man whose picture you had seen in the paper as the 
aun who had been at the lafcassy three times. Mere 
you certain that the man in the papers was the same 
.man, before you chec.ked your records at the Archives? 


Tirade : 


‘fas. I.mroediately I saw the pater, I told him. This 
was the man that I want to check. 


Hardway: 


To your .knowledge, was Horatio ever a me.TJaer of the 
Communist Party? 


Tirado: 


- think that he was, I don't know if he was exactly 
.te.mcer, but he was sympathitar and ve had a lot of 
friends that they -.-ere members tf the Cemn-unis^ Party. 


Hartway : 


-.n, tn yo jr knew Ledge, was Hcratio ever a member of 
a.ny intellirenra trqa.titatitn • 
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Tirado Ir.i®r^i«v 
53. 

-•‘-ado: I don't cem«mber axactly. I think h« was working 

for the. how you say that? I think he was in a cam- 
paign. Against the drugs. 

Hartway: Do you know when that would have been? 



rirado : 
Harfway : 



Tirado: 



Tirado : 



Hariway : 



MO. 

Do you know when he wc-cld have seer, a sytipa-hire. 
for, with the Cncaxunist Party? 

I think it was before we got narrisd. 

Well, I ‘a cow? lately sure. Being Cocaaunist, being 
policenan. All of that, it was after I neet him. 
Do you know why-- 



Tirado : 
Hartway : 

Tirado: 
Hardvsy : 



Tirade : 



Hardway : 



Tirado: 



Z aean before I nest hid. 

Do you know why t.hey aakad you to keep quiet after 
the first interrogation? 

Mo, I don't- 

Did you ever attend a sadty where Lee 5ar*yey Oswald 
was present? 

The ?«:tv vhers le*. M, t don’t :<no« that he attends 
some parties . 

The question was, did you ever attend a party wnere 

he -was present? 

yo. 



That's all I've rot. 
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Ms^Y to"^o ava .l" has also tried to locate Mr. X and 

^hfclZ^ VmbSsTin 963 ^ individual who 

scheduled to depart ’ 'he day they we% 

the forme^imploZ*Z''X2rb^ he reT ‘^“"^acted 

The committee has learZd tZf Me*^ 
re^ue.^ not to allow the 

GaVro s allegations. ThZ" de^d thlt^ thev* - r 
people she said were at their Dartv^ liH? ' socialized with the 
recall that Elena herself may hZe 'Zei anil 

Se Ar " ““ Sylvi^otaVieSThrOsSM 

Oswald 'm Mex^^^City^staVc^rrJl- contact with 

foreign service office^ (not .American 

student at the Uniier^ityZf .M^kfin 'hat as a 

he was leaving a roundtable di«-n«io« Oswald as 

Contreras, who described OswaM a=®' Jhe School of Philosophy, 
said he spent the rest of ri strange and introverted " 

follouing day with Oswald and^^n ^ight and part of the 

Oswald mid [hem he hid coma other students. He said 

Castro students who might h^lp ZrsLZ^T^^ P*"®- 

Srant him a visa. Oswald tnirl ?ham n Cuban Embassy to 

from California and waTa memtev 'hat he was 

-New Orleans. member of a pro-Castro organization in 

refused toZeZk-^olZ^Zuden’tel^Z^h authorities. He 

said they were still acdve revdunll because he 

originally Oswald was suspected of h^nl‘®®' .stated that 

3gent, that he never mentinnpd P American intelligence 

tion. and that he ZpZ?eZ IxSd"' 
promptly. H^^ateaiy expressed a wish to get to Cuba 

was indexed al'osca'rContierilZrtZ'p eommfttee that there 
P'* of .Mexico in If^dO. but not in 1963 Universi* 

Contreras had once si^ed that Oscar 

student group, but that^e grouD ce/'Pd^r ^ pro-Castro 

treras' story because it has bien^lZnlj’T^ significance in Con- 

University of Mexico held philosonhv 'p*^ ^ professor from the 

The philosophy professor, a close ^fnendZ/’fhp n b°me. 

known .Marxist at the university ^ ^ ^ Durans, was a well 

through Mlxici^n offic^ls'°burwhln ft" '^'*h Contreras 

treras disappeared ’ ' " '* ‘"'^estigators arrived, Con- 

comm!rt«Tii°witlflhe^ex«mfon ^ ®'®'® 'h«‘ 'he 

able by the Cuban an/ 
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t rated in its attempts to investigate the nature of Lee Harvey 
Oswald’s activities andpossible associates in Mexico City through 
personal interviews with those persons who purportedly have first- 
hand knowledge of such matters. 

The only other theoretical possibility for resolving these issues 
was. of course, physical evidence, either documents or photographs. 
In this regard, the Cuban Government has suggested that photo- 
graphic evidence should exist, at least as to Oswald’s alleged visits 
to the Cuban consulate in Mexico City. Such photographs might 
well include, of course, the identities to the companions, if any, 
who were with him on those occasions. 

In fact,- the Cuban Government has provided several photos to 
the committee. They are reflected in JFK F-438 which, Mr. Chair- 
man, I ask be displayed and entered into the record at this point. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be entered into the 
record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 



